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1. On 26 Ped 54, the Presidium of the Central Committes of the Soviet Communist Party
Surned over the powerful Commission of the Oadres of the Party to S. D. Ignatiev,
v;th the objective of strengthening the eonoq;id;tion of the Party, -

2, This action is undoubtedly the prelude to a new purge, in which many of Nolotov's
followers will de involved, and possibly some Red Army figures, ineluding Narshal
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3. Igmatiev, formerly secretary of the party in Uszbekistan, and down to October 1953
Sesretary of the Noscow Oommittes,1s one of the most controversisl figures in the
Soviet hierarchy, and one of the last survivors of the Zhdanov group. Only
recently his he come to an understanding with the group following Malenkov and
l_hg#g!_ He was eleoted & supplementary member of the Central 0 ttee as
sarly as March 1939 and a full member of the Presidium in October 1952. After the
death of Stalin he was entrusted with the administration of the. secretariat of the
Central '0‘9-11::« on 7 Nar 53, dbut only one week later he was pushed down to -fifth
Nember of the Secretariat. These rapid changes were the result of deep internal
intrigees, in yhich Ignatiev has been engaged since the beginning of his career.

4. Ignatiev hes never abandoned Zhdanovss theory of the supremacy of Soviet politieal
¢ffioiency, and has continued to preas for immediate Communist revolutiomary
aotivity abroad. Several times he has been in danger of arrest as a sectarian. During
World War II . Ignatiev was .a rather obscure official of the Orgburo, but as such
he was involved in the investigation of the Polish Jewish Workers Party, which led
to the execution of 1ts leaders, Alter and Ehrlieh, i This action gained him

~

25X1
U.8. Officiale Only
SECRET
O1STRIBUTION STATE ARMY NAVY AIR [ Tee I ] 17 . | ]
; ) 0 Agoasios indicsssd sbove. ¢ s nec 00 be senemisesd ovesssss

withows the sonowsonss of the o uu,‘ theough che Asinront Diossser }
howover. mav be ised by sha ot f.’.".......:?., .....u..“, e .dhw..‘.,c‘“ ..“«D”M”‘ €' Allor parm of dhe sonseam,

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/02 : CIA-RDP81-01036R000200050021-5



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/02 : CIA-RDP81-01036R000200050021-5

T

-2-

Promotion and asscolated him with the anti-Semite wing of the Party. The stite

segurity: foroces and secret services, where Jewish influence was strong, stasted

4 purge of Anti-Semites, and Ignatlev quiockly lost all the ground he had gained

in the Alter-Ehrlich affair. A Things became 'still more diffioult for Ignatiev

at the end of the war when Zhdanov entered s confliot with his rival, Malenkov.

A8 & Zhdanovite, Ignatiev was given less and less important posts and his career

adppeared at an end. Acousing the Jews as resporisible for his nisfortunes, Ignitiev

secrétly engiged in the anti-Jewish intrigues which went on in the Kremlin wntil -

1988, his was the year of Zhdanov's death; Ignatiev at once perceived that 4. X.
Too3T » the new lsader of Zhdanov?s group, would be unadble to stand against

Nalenkov, and made his peace with the new dominant group.

In spite of this change of front, Ignatiev remained & minor figure in the Party,

apparatus and was used only for purges in the secretariat. Biit in 1950 Nelenkov,

already involved in the struggle with Molotov and Beria for the sucéession to

% decided to use Ignatiev for a reconeiliat on with the Zhdanovites. Iynatiey

0 ed the discovery of the Jewish dootors! plot, announced in January 1953, =

his vas a warning to the Red Army leaders that they were in danger of murder, and

8n acousation of neglest against the services headed by Beria.

Aol e .
Boita Fetorted by obtaining the rehabilitation of the Jewish doctors shortly after
Stalints death, and Ignatiev was sent to the Bashkir Autonomous Republis 6 ré-
orginise the Party apparatus there. This did not put '8 halt to the negotistions
betwesn Nilenkov and Ignatiev, as the representative of the Zhdanovites, and these
hegotiations gained impetus after Berists arrest. i

Ignatiev finally agreed to glve Malenkov his whole-hearted support against the
Molotov group, and in restoring Party discipline in the Red Army. In return
Mileakov and Khrushcherv were foroced to agree to pursue .2 more dynamic Oommunist
polioy in world affairs, as soon as the situation in the Kremlin oleared. The
reconoiliation with the Zhdanovites has greatly stréngthened wp!:ovli position
in the Kremlin, but it has made 1t more difficult for hin to Rppease the redical
olements in the Central Committee. Ly

Ignatiev now aspires to be Minister of Internal Affairs and head of the MVD. Thé
Zhdanovites who follow him are convinced that time 1s deing wasted in delaying
Communist revolutionary action abroad. They beliéve that no real negotiations
should be undertaken with the West and are in favor of intensifying the class
struggle in the Western orbit and-of & genersl inaresse of Communist presiure.
Ignatiev!s new promotion brings this group into a more influential position.
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